Section
Resource Title
Resource Abstract

Resource Type
Resource locator

Unique Resource
Identifier
Resource Language
Topic Category
Keyword value

Originating
controlled
vocabulary

Geographic bounding
box

Description
Biomass production from grassland – Flow
In the Alps, grassland is the basis for forage farming owing to local conditions
like climate and slope steepness. Due to structural change of agriculture in the
Alps, the supply of biomass production from grassland is influenced among
others by the use of fertilizers and selection of forage plants. Grassland
formations range from intensively managed pastures in the valley bottoms to
extensive meadows and Alpine swards upwards the altitudinal belt. Location
factors like temperature, soil and radiation have a significant impact on the
productivity. Grassland ecosystems can provide multiple ecosystem services:
Depending on the use of the biomass, the service can be described in dry
matter per hectare or energy content per amount of dry matter.
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De facto used amount of biomass (MJ NEL/ ha municipal area)
The de facto used amount depends on usage intensity (e.g. cut frequency per
year) and the losses from harvest and storage. The yield at stock is defined as
the aboveground Biomass as grown on the plot. After harvesting the yield is
called “gross yield”, that means losses like e.g. crumbles, pasture residuals are
deducted. The overall losses of the harvest count from 5 to 30 %. The amount
of fodder, which is consumed by the cattle is defined as net yield. Here losses,
like e.g. storage losses are deducted. Depending on conservation processes and
fodder quality overall losses count from 5 to 40 %. According to the quality of
the raw material, different measures of energy content are taken to convert
the unit into MJ NEL.
Units of measurement: MJ NEL ha-1y-1
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